
NURSERY 
RHYMES & 
PUPPETS

G R O W  T H E  S E E D  O F  L E A R N I N G



N U R S E RY  R H Y M E S

Boost Pre-Reading skills among 
young children. 

Skills include the ability to recite 
nursery rhymes, rhyming, and the 
ability to supply the last word of a 
familiar nursery rhyme.



E A R LY  L I T E R AC Y  
S K I L L S  I N C L U D E :

Rhyme Production

Rhyme Detection

Rhyme Oddity (Identifying the 
word that does not rhyme)

Phoneme Awareness

Phoneme Detection



P R I N T  R E L AT E D  
S K I L L S  I N C L U D E

Alphabet Knowledge

Awareness of Letter Sounds

Ability to write one’s name 

Print Concepts such as book 
orientation



IMPORTANCE OF NURSERY RHYMES
• “Language and literacy development is facilitated when children have opportunities to use 

language in interactions with adults; to listen and respond to rhymes, chants and stories; and to 
experiment with the sounds of language (NAEYC, 2008).”

• Fingerplays or action rhymes help toddlers learn about rhymes and poetry.  They get toddlers to 
listen, speak, and pair words with actions. 

• Combining tactile-kinesthetic activities with nursery rhymes enhances children’s phonological 
awareness of rhyme and phonemes (Harper, 2011).

• Nursery Rhymes encourage children to play with words and notice different sounds, syllables, and 
words. 

• A 2011 study concluded that speaking, singing, and reading aloud stimulate a child’s understanding 
and use of spoken and written language.



KINESTHETIC ACTIVITIES



RESOURCES

• Center for Early Literacy- Department of Education

• 2011, Journal of Language and Literacy Education, Nursery Rhyme Knowledge and     
Phonological Awareness in Preschool Children. 
http://jolle.coe.uga.edu/archive/2011_1/harper.pdf

• NAEYC, National Association for the Education of Young Children. (2008). Learning to read and 
write. Newark, DE: International Reading Association.


